Bead Earrings

Materials: Bugle and seed beeds (rocailles) in two or three colours, and monofilament thread; preferably in one of the bead colours. Two earring hooks.

Method: Use about two metres of thread, threaded double through the needle. Start at a bugle bead, and thread up through it, leaving an end of 8 to 10 cm (3 or 4 inches). Thread through six seed beads to make a loop, and then back down through the bugle bead; this loop goes over an earring hook.

Thread beads and bugles to form a large lower loop, then thread up through the first bugle bead, round the beads of the top loop, and down through the bugle bead.

Thread beads in a similar, but longer pattern, to form a slightly larger lower loop, then thread up through the first bugle bead, round the top loop, and down through the bugle bead.

Now tie off the thread between two beads of the same colour as the thread, thread forward through a few beads, and tie off again. Thread forward a few beads and cut the thread close to a bead. Repeat to finish off the beginning threads. 

Thread an earring hook between the middle beads of the top loop. Now make a second earring to form a pair – if you need it.

Alternatives: Use a slightly larger bead of the same style and colour as one of the other beads used, instead of the first bugle bead. Use totally different beads!

