Beaded Jewellery

The beaded projects described in this resource are for Guides and Senior Section girls, as well as adult leaders. They are not intended for Rainbows or Brownies, although some may be adapted for these younger age groups.

As these projects are intended for completion during a patrol time, or as an activity during a meeting, there are no woven lengths of beads as these take far too long. I have also thought about the cost of these projects, and have tried to keep within a sensible budget.

I have concentrated on ear rings, bracelets, necklaces and brooches. It may seem that I have been rather vague at times, but this is to allow the girls to use their own imagination. In most cases, my aim is to get them started.

At the end of this resource are instructions for making beaded roses – Lancashire, Tudor and Yorkshire (in alphabetical order!), plus a daffodil, thistle, and Isle of Man Triskelion. Then, I’ve added instructions for making Christmas Tree decorations.

Materials Needed

Various beads, especially rocailles (seed beads) which are relatively inexpensive. When I have used REALLY cheap beads, I have often been disappointed with my finished project, and you only need very slightly dearer beads to make a big difference.

Beading thread; this comes on little spools, in various colours. Nymo is one popular variety, and I find that the quality of the finish work is MUCH better if good quality thread is used. As my mother used to say: “Don’t spoil the ship for a ha’porth of tar.”

For some project, beeswax, or similar, may be used to strengthen the thread.

Beading wire; this comes in various thicknesses, and in different colours.

Findings; these are the extra bits needed to make jewellery, such as: ear-ring fish hooks, ear-ring clips, split rings, brooch backs, necklace clips, barrettes (to make a hair clip), and so forth.

Tools Needed

Beading needles – any thin needle should be fine (pun intended), but there may be difficulties with the very smallest beads.

Scissors
Wire cutters
Pliers
A small tray or an old flannel or piece of velvet to stop the beads getting away
Artery forceps can be very useful, I got mine at an Army Surplus Store

Bead Earrings

Materials: Bugle and seed beeds (rocailles) in two or three colours, and monofilament thread; preferably in one of the bead colours. Two earring hooks.

Method: Use about two metres of thread, threaded double through the needle. Start at a bugle bead, and thread up through it, leaving an end of 8 to 10 cm (3 or 4 inches). Thread through six seed beads to make a loop, and then back down through the bugle bead; this loop goes over an earring hook.

Thread beads and bugles to form a large lower loop, then thread up through the first bugle bead, round the beads of the top loop, and down through the bugle bead.

Thread beads in a similar, but longer pattern, to form a slightly larger lower loop, then thread up through the first bugle bead, round the top loop, and down through the bugle bead.

Now tie off the thread between two beads of the same colour as the thread, thread forward through a few beads, and tie off again. Thread forward a few beads and cut the thread close to a bead. Repeat to finish off the beginning threads. 

Thread an earring hook between the middle beads of the top loop. Now make a second earring to form a pair – if you need it.

Alternatives: Use a slightly larger bead of the same style and colour as one of the other beads used, instead of the first bugle bead. Use totally different beads!
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The choker necklace shown with the ear rings would be too long a project to describe here.

Bead Necklace and Earrings
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Necklace:

Thread
120 seed beads – you may use more, it depends how long you want the necklace, but I’ve said 12 in these instructions. My necklace is a choker.
4 golden seed beads
35 slightly larger golden beads
10 large pretty beads – I used cloisonné

Use about 2 yards (1.8m) thread doubled. Thread one larger golden bead to about 8” (20cm) from the end, and secure by carefully threading the needle round it a second time to secure it. Be careful not to put your need le through the thread.

(Thread 12 seed beads, thread 1 golden bead, 1 large bead, 1 golden bead); repeat the instructions in the brackets until only 1 large bead remains. Thread a further 11 golden beads. Now form the golden beads into a loop, and thread the needle back through some of the seed beads. Snug the loop end, and tie a half hitch round the thread that goes all the way back through the beads. This half hitch should disappear between the beads. Thread back through all the beads, tying a half hitch every so often. 

When you reach the single golden bead at the other end, unloop the thread that goes through it twice. Thread a further 4 golden beads, and the last large bead. Thread four golden seed beads, and snug the whole necklace. Take the needle back through the large bead, and tie a half hitch. Thread back through a few more beads, tie another half hitch, and then thread back through a few more beads before cutting the end so that it disappears between the beads. Repeat these last instructions to fasten off the other end. You may want to take this double thread through the 4 golden seed beads at the very end before fastening the thread off.

Earrings:

Thread
Two earring wires
10 seed beads
16 golden seed beads
2 slightly larger golden beads
2 large pretty beads – I used cloisonné

Start with about 1 yard (1m) of thread doubled through your needle. Thread 1 large bead, followed by 4 golden seed beads. Loop the thread back through the large bead, leaving about 6” (15cm) free. Fasten round the free end with a half hitch.

Thread 5 seed beads, 1 golden bead, 4 golden seed beads. Loop the thread back and thread through the golden bead. Snug the beads. The earring wires I used can have the earring threaded onto them when the earring is completed. Check to see whether you can do this with yours; if you can’t, loop the four golden seed beads round the earring wire before threading back through the golden bead.

Tie a half hitch round the thread that goes all the way through the beads. Finsih off in a similar manner to the necklace, by threading through some beads,typing a half-hitch, and threading through some more beads before cutting the end. Fasten the other end in a similar way. Thread the earring wire through the golden seed beads at the top of the earring.

Make the second earring in the same way.

Beaded Butterfly Brooch
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	Materials:

1 m 28 gauge gold coloured wire
3 bugle beads
About 131 seed beads


You need to use wire to make this butterfly, and it isn’t that easy to make the wire go where you want it to.

Take about 1 yard (1 metre) of wire, I used 28 gauge.

Thread one seed bead to the middle of the wire, fold the ends of the wire together and thread through one bugle bead. This forms the tail end of the butterfly.

Thread about 27 seed beads (I just like numbers that are divisible by three) onto one of the ends, snug the beads (tricky) to the bugle-bead end, and wind the wire once round the other wire. Thread a similar number of beads onto the other wire, snug the beads, and twist the wire round the first wire. You now have the smaller wings made.

Thread about 36 beads onto one wire, snug the beads, and bring the wire round the butterfly’s middle to secure. Thread a similar number of beads onto the other wire, snug the beads, and secure this wire as well.

Thread one bugle bead onto each wire to form the main body, twist the wires together. Thread two seed beads onto each wire, and then thread each wire through the second bead on the other wire; this secures the beads.

Bend the remaining wire up to make the feelers, and cut the ends off. I used a crochet hook (thin knitting needle would do as well) to bend the feeler ends in a circle.

Make sure the wings are nicely rounded.

If you want to make this into a brooch, use suitable thread, and tie a safety pin, or a brooch back to the back of the butterfly – the back is usually the side that is not as neat as the other one!

Beaded Emblems

General Instructions

You will need fine monofilament fishing line or special beading thread (e.g. Nymo), a beading needle or fine sewing needle. You can purchase spools in various colours, so that the thread is less likely to show up against the beads. Take 2 yards (1.8m) of thread, and thread double through the needle. Treat with beeswax if possible. Always snug beads after threading.

When threading the first round of beads, take the needle through all the beads a second time, and then again through the first bead. Tighten, allow about 4" (10cm) left at the end. Do a half hitch (blanket knot) between the first and second beads with the needle end to fasten the work. Make sure the work is "snugged".

Finish off by tying a half hitch (blanket knot) around a thread between two beads, and thread the thread through a few beads before cutting off. Repeat with the ends left at the start of the work.

If you want to make these into earrings for pierced ears, thread a little split ring through one of the edge beads, and also thread an ear-wire hook through the split ring. 

To make it into a friendship pin attach a small gold safety pin to the back by stitching carefully in between the beads and round the back of the pin.

Shamrock
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	Materials:

Thread
58 green seed beads. I used: Gütermann Rocailles (seed beads) 9/o in 28g tubes, Green 7300.


First Round: Thread 8 beads. See general instructions.

Second Round: Thread 3 beads. Miss 1 bead, and thread through the next bead. Snug the beads. Repeat 3 more times until the start is reached. Thread forwards through 2 more beads.

Third Round: Thread 5 beads, miss 3 beads, and thread forward through the next bead, which is at the top of the loop. Snug the beads. Repeat twice more. Thread forward through 1 more bead. Thread 2 beads, miss 1 bead from the first circular row, thread forwards through 2 beads. Snug the beads. This takes you through the top of the 3 beads in the second round.

Fourth Round: Thread 3 beads, miss 2 beads, and thread forward through the middle bead of the loop of 5 beads in the third round. Snug the beads. Thread 3 beads, miss 2 beads, and thread forward though the middle bead of the loop of 3 beads in the second round. Snug the beads. Repeat the last two instructions twice more. Then thread forward a further 2 beads, to be between the 2 beads of the third row. Thread 3 beads, for the stalk, miss the end bead of these 3, and thread backwards through the first 2 beads, and then forwards through the next green bead of the previous row. Snug the beads. Finish as in the general instructions

Daffodil
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	Materials:

Thread
120 yellow, and 30 golden or orange. I used: Gütermann Rocailles (seed beads) 9/o in 28g tubes, Yellow 1445, and Golden Orange 3545.




First Round: Thread 12 yellow beads. See general instructions.

Second Petal Round: Thread 3 yellow beads. Miss 1 bead, and thread through the next bead. Snug the beads. Repeat 5 more times until the start is reached. Thread forwards through 1 more bead in the first row.

First Trumpet Round: Thread 3 golden beads, these will form the trumpet. Miss 1 bead, and thread through the next bead of the first round. Snug the beads. This will ofset the trumpet from the main petals. Repeat this 5 more times until the start is reached. Thread forwards through 2 golden beads.

Second Trumpet Round: Thread 3 golden beads, miss 3 golden beads, and thread forward through the top bead of the loop of three in the first trumpet round. Snug the beads. Repeat five more times until the start is reached. Thread forwards through 1 more golden bead to reach the very first row of yellow beads. Thread forwards through a yellow bead of the very first round, and then forwards through 2 yellow beads of the second petal row to reach beyond the middle yellow bead of the loop of three.

Third Petal Round: Thread 5 yellow beads, miss 3 yellow beads and thread forwards through the top bead of the loop of 3 beads in the second petal round. Snug the beads. Repeat 5 more times, and thread forwards through 3 more yellow beads to reach beyond the middle of the 5 beads.

Fourth Petal Round: Thread 7 yellow beads, miss 5 beads and thread forwards through the top bead of the loop of 5 beads in the third petal round. Snug the beads. Repeat 5 more times, and thread forwards through 3 of the beads in the 7 bead loop.
Fifth Petal Round: Thread 3 yellow beads, miss 1 yellow bead, and thread forwards through 7 beads. Snug the beads. Repeat 5 times. Finish as in the general instructions

Thistle
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	Materials:

Thread
22 heather, 44 green, and 17 lavender seed beads. I used: Gütermann Rocailles (seed beads) 9/o in 28g tubes, Heather 5470, Green 7300, and Lavender 5865.


First Round: Thread 12 heather beads. See general instructions. At some point you will need to thread 4 heather beads in the middle, this may be done now, or at the end. Thread 2 heather, thread through 1 or 2 heather beads on the opposite side of the circle. Thread 2 heather beads, and thread through the bead next to the start.

Second Round: Thread 3 lavender, miss 1 heather, and thread forward through 1 heather. Snug the beads. Repeat once more. Thread 3 green, miss 1 heather, and thread forward through 1 heather. Snug the beads. Thread 3 heather, miss 1 heather, and thread forward through 1 heather. Snug the beads. Thread 3 green, miss 1 heather, and thread forward through 1 heather. Snug the beads. Repeat for 3 green beds. Thread forwards though two lavender beads.

Third Round: Thread 5 lavender, miss 1 lavender, 1 heather, 1 lavender, and thread forwards through the lavender bead at the top of the loop. Snug the beads. Thread forwards through 1 further lavender, 1 heather, 2 green, to be beyond the top green bead of the loop of 3. Thread 4 green, miss 1 green and 2 heather, and thread forward through the middle of the 3 heather beads. Snug the beads. Thread 5 green beads, miss 2 heather and 1 green beads, and thread forward through the top green bead. Snug the beads. Thread 4 green beads, miss 1 green, 1 heather, 1 green and thread forward through the middle of the next 3 green beads. Snug the beads. Thread forward through 1 green, 1 heather, 1 lavender.

Fourth Round: Thread 3 lavender, miss 2 lavender, and thread forward through the 3 middle lavender beads of the 5 in the loop. Snug the beads. Thread 3 lavender beads, miss 2 lavender beads, and thread forward through the last lavender bead, 1 heather bead, and 1 green bead. Snug the beads. Thread 4 green beads, miss 2 green beads, and thread forward through the middle green bead. Snug the beads. Thread 4 green beads, miss 2 green beads and thread forward through the next heather bead. Snug the beads.

Thread 7 beads – a mixture of green and heather, for the stalk – miss the last bead, and thread backwards through the other 6 beads. Snug the beads.

Thread forwards through the next 2 green beads. Thread 3 green beads, miss 1 green bead, and thread forwards through 1 bead. Snug the beads. Thread 3 green beads, miss 2 green beads, and thread forwards through 1 bead. Snug the beads. Thread 3 green beads, miss 2 green beads, and thread forwards through 2 beads. Snug the beads. Thread 3 green beads, miss 1 green bead, and thread forwards through 1 bead. Snug the beads. Finish as in the general instructions.

 Roses
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	The red Lancastrian rose is shown twice here. The one on the left has three red beads in the last round, and the one on the right has four, as described in the instructions.


Yorkshire Rose

Thread
10 yellow, 25 green and 65 white seed beads. 

First Round: Thread 10 yellow beads. See general instructions.

Second Round: Thread 1 white, 1 green, 1 white. Miss 1 yellow bead, and thread through the next yellow bead. Snug the beads. Repeat 4 more times until the start is reached. Thread forwards through 1 white, and 1 green bead.

Third Round: Thread 5 white, thread through the next green bead, which is at the top of the loop. Repeat 4 more times. Thread forward through 4 white beads.

Fourth Round: Thread 1 white, 1 green, 1 white, miss 1 white, 1 green, 1 white beads, and thread through 3 white beads. Repeat 4 times. Thread forward through 1 more white bead.

Fifth Round: Thread 3 green beads, miss the green bead, and thread through 1 white bead. Thread 4 white beads, miss the next 3 white beads and thread through the last white bead of the 5. Repeat 4 more times. Finish as in the general instructions

Lancastrian Rose

Thread
10 yellow, 25 green and 50 red seed beads

First Round: Thread 10 yellow beads. See general instructions.

Second Round: Thread 1 red, 1 green, 1 red. Miss 1 yellow bead, and thread through the next yellow bead. Snug the beads. Repeat 4 more times until the start is reached. Thread forwards through 1 red, and 1 green bead.

Third Round: Thread 2 red, 1 green, 2 red, thread through the next green bead, which is at the top of the loop. Repeat 4 more times. Thread forward through 4 (2 red, 1 green, 1 red) beads.

Fourth Round: Thread 4 red beads, miss 3 beads (1 red, 1 green, 1 red) and thread through the next red bead. Thread 3 green beads, miss 1 green bead, and thread through the next red bead. Repeat this 4 times. Finish as in the general instructions

Tudor Rose
Thread
10 yellow, 25 green, 35 white and 55 red seed beads.

First Round: Thread 10 yellow beads. See general instructions.

Second Round: Thread 1 white, 1 green, 1 white. Miss 1 yellow bead, and thread through the next yellow bead. Snug the beads. Repeat 4 more times until the start is reached. Thread forwards through 1 white, and 1 green bead.

Third Round: Thread 5 white, thread through the next green bead, which is at the top of the loop. Repeat 4 more times. Thread forward through 4 white beads.

Fourth Round: Thread 1 red, 1 green, 1 red, miss 1 white, 1 green, 1 white beads, and thread through 3 white beads. Repeat 4 times. Thread forward through 3 more (1 red, 1 green, 1 red) beads.

Fifth Round: Thread 5 red beads, miss 3 white beads, and thread through 1 red, 1 green, 1 red bead. Repeat 4 times. Thread forward through 2 red beads.

Sixth Round: Thread 3 green beads, miss 1 red bead, and thread through 2 red beads. Thread 4 red beads, miss 1 red, 1 green 1 red bead and thread through 2 red beads. Repeat 4 times. Finish as in the general instructions

Isle of Man Triskelion
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The one described below is the one on the right, the one on the left has three fewer yellow beads, and three more red beads.

Thread
48 Yellow and 63 Red beads.

First Round: Thread 9 yellow beads. See general instructions.

Second Round: Thread 3 yellow beads. Miss 1 bead, and thread through the next two beads. Snug the beads. Repeat twice more until the start is reached. Thread forwards through 3 more beads. You have just gone through all 3 yellow beads of the second round.

Third Round: Thread 1 yellow and 2 red beads, miss the 2 yellow beads of the first round, and thread forward through the 3 yellow beads of the second round. Snug the beads. Repeat once more. Repeat for again, but only thread forward through 2 yellow beads of the second round.

Fourth Round: Thread 3 yellow beads, miss 2 yellow beads, and thread forward through the middle bead of the 1 yellow and 2 red beads. Thread 3 red beads, miss 1 red and 1 yellow bead, and thread forward through the middle of the 3 yellow beads. Repeat twice more. Go forward through 2 more yellow beads to have gone through the middle bead of the three in the fourth round.

Fifth Round: Thread 5 yellow beads, thread forward through the middle red bead of the fourth round. Thread 5 red beads, thread forward through the middle yellow bead of the fourth round. Repeat twice more. Thread forward 3 more yellow beads.

Sixth Round: Thread 1 yellow and 5 red beads, thread through the middle of the 5 red beads of the fifth round. Thread 6 red beads, thread through the middle yellow bead of the 5 yellow beads of the fourth round. Repeat twice more. Snug the beads, and finish off as in the general instructions.
Beaded Christmas Tree Decorations

These are general instructions to give you some ideas. 

You will need fine monofilament fishing line or special beading thread (e.g. Nymo), a beading needle or fine sewing needle. You can purchase spools in various colours, so that the thread is less likely to show up against the beads. Take about 2 yards (1.8m) of thread, and thread double through the needle. However, if the beads are particularly small, you may find it better to use the thread single. Treat with beeswax if possible. Always snug beads after threading.

When threading the first round of beads, it is usual to take the needle through all the beads a second time, and then again through the first bead. Tighten, allow about 4" (10cm) left at the end. Do a half hitch (blanket knot) between the first and second beads with the needle end to fasten the work. Make sure the work is "snugged".

Finish off by tying a half hitch (blanket knot) around a thread between two beads, and thread the thread through a few beads before cutting off. Repeat with the ends left at the start of the work.

If you want to make these into earrings for pierced ears, thread a little split ring through one of the edge beads, and also thread an ear-wire hook through the split ring. 

To make it into a friendship pin attach a small gold safety pin to the back by stitching carefully in between the beads and round the back of the pin.

As  you can see, I have used only two colours, but you should let your imagination run riot. For scale, I have shown these with a 1cent from the USA, and a 1p from the UK. If you can’t understand the following instructions, just send me an email, to Doreen@pechey.org
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First Circle

Thread 12 seed beads for a six-point star, or 16 seed beads for an eight point star. Either use all one colour, or alternate two colours

Second Circle

Using one of the colours in the first circle thread 3 or 5 seed beads, miss one bead in the first circle, and thread forward through the second. Repeat to the end.

Third Circle

Thread forward to just beyond the middle bead of the first loop in the second circle. Thread 5 seed beads (all the same colour, or 2 of one colour, 1 of the other colour and 2 of the first colour), thread forward through the middle bead of the next loop. Repeat to the end.

Fourth Circle

Thread forward to just beyond the middle bead in the first loop of the third circle. Thread 1 bugle, 1 seed bead, 1 bugle, then thread forward through the middle bead of the next loop in the third circle. Repeat to the end.

Fifth Circle

Thread forward through the first bugle, thread 3 seed beads of the same colour as the seed beads in the fourth circle. Thread forward through the next bugle, the seed bead in the third circle, and the following bugle. Repeat to the end. Finish off.

Variations

The blue and pearl star has an extra circle. First circle: 16 blue. Second circle: 3 blue, repeated 8 times. Third circle: 2 pearl, 1 blue, 2 pearl, repeated 8 times. Extra circle: Forward through 2 pearl 1 blue, 1 pearl. Thread 1 pearl, forward through 1 pearl, 1 blue, 1 pearl. Repeat. OR: Extra Circle: Forward through 2 pearl, * thread 1 pearl, 1 blue, 1 pearl. Miss 1 blue, forward through 1 pearl. Thread 1 pearl, miss the lower pearl, forward through 1 pearl, repeat from *.
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